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Ronald Reagan And The Triumph Of American Conservatism ronald reagan
and the triumph of american conservatism The legacy of Ronald Reagan
remains a defining chapter in the history of American politics,
symbolizing the resurgence and dominance of conservative principles
in the late 20th century. His presidency not only transformed the
ideological landscape of the United States but also cemented
conservative values such as limited government, free-market
capitalism, a strong national defense, and traditional social mores
as central to American political identity. This article explores the
life and leadership of Ronald Reagan, his ideological contributions,
and how his presidency marked a significant triumph for American
conservatism. Early Life and Political Rise Ronald Reagan was born on
February 6, 1911, in Tampico, Illinois. Before entering politics,
Reagan was a Hollywood actor and served as the President of the
Screen Actors Guild, which laid the groundwork for his communication
skills and public persona. His political journey began in the 1960s,
initially aligning with moderate Republican ideals before gradually
embracing a more conservative stance. Reagan's political ascent was
marked by his tenure as Governor of California from 1967 to 1975,
where he articulated a clear conservative vision emphasizing limited
government, law and order, and economic freedom. These principles
would form the backbone of his presidential campaigns and subsequent
administration. The Reagan Presidency and Conservative Ideology
Reagan was elected President of the United States in 1980, defeating
incumbent Jimmy Carter. His presidency is widely regarded as a
turning point, often termed the "Reagan Revolution," which propelled
American conservatism into the political mainstream. Economic
Policies: Reaganomics One of Reagan's most significant contributions
was his economic policy package, popularly known as Reaganomics,
which aimed to stimulate economic growth through supply-side
economics. Key components included: Tax Cuts: Reducing income tax
rates across the board to incentivize investment and
entrepreneurship. Deregulation: Rolling back federal regulations to
foster a free-market environment. Spending Cuts: Reducing domestic
spending to curb the size of government. 2 Monetary Policy:
Collaborating with the Federal Reserve to control inflation. Reagan
believed that reducing the tax burden on individuals and businesses
would lead to increased economic activity, job creation, and overall
prosperity. While controversial, Reaganomics is credited with helping
to end stagflation and fostering a period of sustained economic
growth during the 1980s. Strong National Defense and Foreign Policy
Reagan prioritized rebuilding the American military and taking a firm
stance against the Soviet Union. His foreign policy initiatives
included: Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI): A missile defense
system intended to protect the U.S. from nuclear attack. Hardline
stance against the USSR: Labeling it the "evil empire" and engaging
in strategic arms reduction talks. Supporting anti-communist
movements worldwide: Such as in Central America, Africa, and Asia.
His approach contributed to escalating Cold War tensions but
ultimately helped bring about the Soviet Union's decline and the end
of the Cold War. Social Conservatism and Cultural Values Reagan's
presidency also saw a reaffirmation of traditional social values. He
championed: Pro-life policies: Opposing abortion and supporting anti-
abortion measures. Family values: Advocating for the importance of
religion and morality in American life. Law and Order: Supporting
tough-on-crime policies to combat urban violence. His emphasis on
conservative social principles resonated with a significant segment
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of the American electorate, strengthening the Republican Party's
appeal among religious and traditionalist voters. The Triumph of
American Conservatism Reagan's presidency is often viewed as the
definitive victory of conservative ideas over liberalism that had
dominated American politics for much of the 20th century. Several
factors contributed to this triumph: Reassertion of Limited
Government Reagan challenged the expansive growth of federal
government that characterized the 3 New Deal and Great Society eras.
He promoted the idea that government should serve as a facilitator
rather than a provider, emphasizing personal responsibility and free
enterprise. Economic Resurgence The economic policies enacted under
Reagan's leadership fostered economic growth, job creation, and a
revitalized sense of American optimism. This economic revival was a
testament to the effectiveness of conservative fiscal policies.
Defeating the Soviet Union Reagan’s firm stance against communism and
his strategic military buildup played a crucial role in ending the
Cold War, which was viewed as a victory for conservative foreign
policy principles. Shaping the Republican Party and Future Politics
Reagan's ideological influence reshaped the Republican Party into a
conservative powerhouse. His ability to appeal to a broad
coalition—combining economic conservatives, social traditionalists,
and defense hawks—set the stage for Republican dominance in the
subsequent decades. Legacy and Continuing Influence Ronald Reagan's
impact on American conservatism continues to be felt today. His
principles have been embedded into the Republican Party’s platform
and continue to influence policies and political debates. Key Aspects
of Reagan's Conservative Legacy Economic Freedom: The emphasis on
free markets and tax cuts remains central1. to conservative economic
policy. Strong Defense: The belief in maintaining a robust military
and assertive foreign2. policy persists. Traditional Values: The
promotion of family, religion, and social conservatism3. continues to
shape cultural debates. Limited Government: The push to reduce
federal intervention and promote4. individual responsibility remains
a core conservative goal. Reagan's leadership helped shift American
politics to the right, setting the stage for subsequent
administrations and ongoing ideological battles. 4 Conclusion Ronald
Reagan's presidency marked a pivotal moment in the triumph of
American conservatism. By championing economic liberalism, a strong
national defense, and traditional social values, Reagan redefined the
ideological landscape of the United States. His legacy endures in the
policies, political strategies, and cultural values that continue to
shape American conservatism today. The "Reagan Revolution" remains a
testament to how leadership rooted in conservative principles can
dramatically alter the course of a nation, reaffirming the enduring
power of American ideals centered around liberty, responsibility, and
strength. QuestionAnswer What were the key ideological principles of
Ronald Reagan's conservatism? Ronald Reagan's conservatism emphasized
limited government, free-market capitalism, strong national defense,
traditional values, and a rollback of the New Deal and Great Society
programs to promote individual freedom and economic growth. How did
Ronald Reagan influence the political landscape of the United States?
Reagan transformed the Republican Party into a conservative movement,
shifting the national political discourse towards conservative
priorities and establishing a lasting legacy of free-market policies
and strong anti-communist stance that shaped American politics for
decades. What role did the 'Reagan Revolution' play in shaping modern
American conservatism? The 'Reagan Revolution' signified a shift
towards Reagan's principles of deregulation, tax cuts, and a robust
anti-communist foreign policy, which redefined conservative ideology
and laid the groundwork for subsequent policies and political
strategies. How did Reagan's economic policies, known as
'Reaganomics,' contribute to the triumph of American conservatism?
Reaganomics promoted tax cuts, deregulation, and reduced government
spending (excluding defense), which resonated with conservative
ideals of free enterprise, leading to economic growth and
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establishing a model for conservative economic policy. In what ways
did Reagan's foreign policy advance the triumph of American
conservatism? Reagan's aggressive stance against the Soviet Union,
military buildup, and promotion of American values abroad reinforced
conservative ideals of strong national defense and anti-communism,
ultimately contributing to the end of the Cold War. How has Ronald
Reagan's legacy impacted contemporary American conservatism? Reagan's
legacy continues to influence conservative thought, emphasizing
limited government, patriotism, and free markets, and his presidency
is often cited as a defining moment that solidified conservative
principles in American politics. 5 What criticisms have been leveled
against Reagan's conservatism and its long- term effects? Critics
argue that Reagan's policies contributed to economic inequality,
increased national debt, and social divisions, questioning whether
the long-term consequences of his conservative agenda truly benefited
all Americans equally. Ronald Reagan and the Triumph of American
Conservatism Few figures in American history have embodied the
resilience and ideological shift of the nation quite like Ronald
Reagan. As a charismatic leader, former actor, and unwavering
conservative, Reagan’s presidency marked a pivotal turning point in
the political landscape of the United States. His ascendancy not only
reshaped domestic policy but also revitalized the ideological
foundations of American conservatism, positioning it as a dominant
force for decades to come. In this article, we explore the life,
ideas, and legacy of Ronald Reagan, illustrating how he catalyzed the
triumph of American conservatism. --- The Roots of American
Conservatism Before Reagan To understand Reagan’s impact, it’s
essential to trace the evolution of American conservatism leading up
to the 1980s. Historically, conservatism in the U.S. has been
characterized by a commitment to limited government, free-market
principles, traditional values, and a strong national defense.
However, during the mid-20th century, conservatism was often
marginalized by the dominant liberal consensus, which emphasized
expansive government programs and social reforms. The post-World War
II era saw the rise of influential conservative thinkers like William
F. Buckley Jr., whose magazine National Review became a rallying
point for intellectual conservatism. The political landscape was also
shaped by the Cold War, which fostered a strong sense of anti-
communism and a desire to restore American strength and patriotism.
Ronald Reagan’s Early Life and Political Awakening Ronald Reagan was
born in 1911 in Illinois and initially built his career as an actor
before entering politics. His early views were influenced by the New
Deal policies of Franklin D. Roosevelt, but over time, Reagan grew
increasingly skeptical of government overreach. His experience as a
union leader in California and his tenure as governor revealed his
belief in limited government, individual freedom, and free
enterprise. Reagan’s transformation into a conservative icon was
driven by his opposition to the expansion of federal power and his
belief in traditional American values. His speeches frequently
emphasized the importance of individual responsibility, a strong
military, and the preservation of American ideals. --- The
Ideological Foundations of Reagan’s Conservatism Ronald Reagan and
the triumph of American conservatism can be best understood through
the core principles he championed: - Limited Government: Reagan
believed that government should serve as a facilitator rather than a
micromanager. He often argued that excessive regulation and taxation
stifled economic growth and personal freedom. - Free Market
Economics: Reagan’s economic policies were rooted in supply-side
economics, emphasizing tax cuts, deregulation, and reduced government
intervention to stimulate economic growth. - Strong National Defense:
A Ronald Reagan And The Triumph Of American Conservatism 6 staunch
anti-communist, Reagan prioritized rebuilding the U.S. military and
confronting the Soviet Union, famously describing the USSR as an
“evil empire.” - Traditional Values: Reagan championed family,
religion, and community as foundational to American society, often
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framing these as essential to national strength and moral integrity.
The Political Climate of the 1970s The 1970s was a tumultuous decade
for America. The Vietnam War, Watergate scandal, economic
stagflation, and rising crime rates eroded public confidence in
liberal policies. The victory of Richard Nixon and subsequent
Watergate scandal disillusioned many voters, creating fertile ground
for a political realignment. Meanwhile, progressive social movements
challenged traditional values, leading to cultural shifts that some
conservatives viewed as detrimental to societal cohesion. Reagan’s
message offered an alternative narrative of optimism, strength, and
moral clarity, resonating with voters seeking stability and renewal.
--- Reagan’s Rise to the Presidency Reagan’s journey to the
presidency was marked by strategic messaging and ideological clarity.
His 1964 speech at the Republican National Convention, where he
famously declared, “A shining city upon a hill,” set the tone for his
political philosophy. His tenure as Governor of California
(1967-1975) showcased his ability to appeal to both traditional
conservatives and mainstream Americans. In 1980, Reagan secured the
Republican nomination amid a fractured party and defeated incumbent
President Jimmy Carter in a landslide victory. His campaign
capitalized on themes of restoring American greatness, reducing
government size, and revitalizing the economy. --- The Reagan
Presidency and Conservative Policies Ronald Reagan and the triumph of
American conservatism was cemented through a series of transformative
policies and initiatives: Economic Reforms - Tax Cuts: The Economic
Recovery Tax Act of 1981 significantly lowered income tax rates,
aiming to stimulate investment and economic growth. - Deregulation:
Reagan reduced federal oversight in industries like airlines,
telecommunications, and energy, fostering competition. - Supply- Side
Economics: The belief that reducing taxes on businesses and
individuals would lead to increased productivity and job creation
became central to Reaganomics. Defense and Foreign Policy - Military
Buildup: Reagan increased defense spending, modernizing the U.S.
military and initiating strategic initiatives like the Strategic
Defense Initiative. - Cold War Strategy: His firm stance against the
Soviet Union, including calls to “tear down this wall,” helped
accelerate the end of the Cold War. Social and Cultural Policies -
Reagan emphasized traditional family values, opposed abortion, and
supported school prayer, aligning with conservative social movements.
- His communication skills and optimistic messaging helped reframe
politics around hope and strength rather than fear and decline. ---
The Legacy of Reagan and the Conservative Movement Reagan’s
presidency profoundly impacted the trajectory of American politics.
His ideological victories laid the groundwork for subsequent
Republican presidents and shifted the political center of gravity
toward conservative principles. Key aspects of Reagan’s legacy
include: - Reinvigoration of Conservative Ideology: Reagan’s success
demonstrated that Ronald Reagan And The Triumph Of American
Conservatism 7 conservative policies could be popular and effective,
encouraging a new generation of leaders. - Economic Growth and
Deficit Concerns: While his policies spurred economic growth, they
also contributed to the national debt, sparking ongoing debates about
fiscal responsibility. - End of the Cold War: Reagan’s strategic
approach ultimately contributed to the fall of the Soviet Union,
cementing his reputation as a Cold War hero. - Cultural Impact:
Reagan’s emphasis on traditional values and patriotic messaging
resonated across decades, influencing political discourse and
identity. The Continuing Influence of Reagan’s Conservatism Today,
the principles championed by Ronald Reagan continue to shape American
conservatism. Whether through debates over taxation, military policy,
or cultural issues, Reagan’s legacy persists as a touchstone for
conservatives seeking to restore what they see as the nation’s moral
and economic strength. --- Conclusion: The Triumph of American
Conservatism Ronald Reagan and the triumph of American conservatism
mark a defining chapter in American history. His leadership
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transformed the Republican Party, redefined the conservative
movement, and reshaped the country’s political and cultural
landscape. Reagan’s ability to communicate a compelling vision of
American greatness and his steadfast commitment to conservative
principles set the stage for decades of policy debates and
ideological battles. As the nation continues to grapple with issues
of government size, economic policy, and cultural identity, Reagan’s
legacy remains a guiding beacon for those advocating for the enduring
values of American conservatism. Ronald Reagan, American
conservatism, conservative movement, Reaganomics, Cold War, political
ideology, free enterprise, limited government, conservative
revolution, Reagan administration
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drawing on materials unavailable in the 1980s brandt details the
effects of president ronald reagan s conservative fiscal policies on
the congressional budget process and reveals how the partisan budget
struggles of the reagan years led to tough fiscal choices and greater
unity within the democratic party provided by publisher

the iran contra scandal rocked the reagan presidency to its core in
late 1986 and 1987 this text examines the efforts of the reagan
administration to recover its public credibility in the 12 months
following the exposure of controversial covert operations via
comparative analysis it explores the impact of scandal upon the
presidential office the problems which confronted president reagan
during iran contra and the centrality of damage control efforts to
the well being of the modern presidency

reagan s war stories examines the relationship between ronald reagan
the public and popular culture from an overview of reagan s youth and
the pulp fiction he consumed we get a sense of the future president s
good evil outlook carrying that over into reagan s reading and
choices as president griffin situates narrative at the center of
reagan s political formation and leadership providing a compelling
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account of both reagan s life his presidency and a lens into non
traditional strategy formulation author ben griffin tells three
stories about an american president who ushered in the end of the
cold war a survey of reagan s youth and the fiction he consumed and
created as an announcer and actor reveals how the future president s
worldview developed a look at the rise of fiction and popular culture
rife with pro americanism in the 1980s details a uniquely symbiotic
relationship between the chief executive and popular culture in
framing the cold war as a struggle with an evil empire in the soviet
union finally griffin outlines how presidential personality and
reading preferences shaped president reagan s pursuit of the star
wars initiative and belief in the transformative combination of
freedom and technology griffin demonstrates that novels by tom clancy
louis l amour and science fiction influenced reagan s view of 1980s
geopolitics his identification with fiction led ronald reagan to view
european cold war issues with more empathy but harmed the president s
policymaking when the narrowness of his reading led him to apply a
white hat black hat framework that did not match the reality of
conflict in latin america reagan treated fictional portrayals
seriously believing they shaped public views and offered valid ways
to think through geo political issues seeking to shape the reading
habits of the public his administration sought to highlight authors
who shared his worldview like tom clancy louis l amour and allen
drury over other popular writers like robert ludlum and john le carré
who portrayed the cold war in less stark moral terms the
administration s favored popular authors in turn intentionally
incorporated reagan era policies into their work to advocate for them
through fiction thus reaching a broader audience than via official
government releases and speeches showing how reagan used narrative as
both a consumer and a communicator griffin notes that reagan
identified with certain stories and they shaped him as a political
leader and later and influenced his approach to complex issues when
handled deftly incorporating fiction created a common language across
the administration and provided a way to convey messages to the
masses in a memorable fashion

a renowned leadership expert examines the life of r onald reagan
extracting the key c omponents of his immense s uccess personal and
professional and offers an illuminating model f or leaders and
managers in every walk of life since leaving office ronald reagan has
emerged as among america s greatest and best loved leaders today he
is known as the great communicator but in the course of his sixty
year career reagan faced obstacles and hardships that could have
stalled him at any point along the way after every disaster he picked
himself up and kept moving forward how did he manage his career and
handle the hurdles involved in transitioning from actor and union
official into a public speaker in high demand and from there into an
extraordinarily successful politician what can we learn from the way
the perennial new kid in town muscled through adversities maintained
his focus stayed true to his principles and achieved his goals in a
compelling narrative that is both a motivational leadership teaching
tool and a fascinating biography bestselling author margot morrell
sheds light on the challenges and heartbreaks that shaped ronald
reagan four times his life slammed into a brick wall his 1948 divorce
from actress jane wyman the termination of his long standing contract
with warner bros the end of his eight year association with general
electric and a hard fought loss to president gerald ford in the 1976
primary campaign setting politics and policies largely aside morrell
highlights the strategies and tactics ronald reagan used to transform
himself from shy introvert to confident communicator the methods and
tools he employed to keep his career on track and the skills he
developed that led to his many accomplishments each chapter of reagan
s journey is followed by summary bullet points and an essential
overview titled working it in to facilitate these lessons into your
formation as a leader anyone interested in strengthening their
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leadership and communications skills becoming more resilient in the
face of setbacks or taking their careers to the next level will find
practical and useful lessons in the life of ronald reagan

in the annals of american history few presidents have left an imprint
as profound and enduring as ronald reagan his presidency spanning
from 1981 to 1989 was a period of transformative change marked by
bold economic policies a conservative social agenda and a pivotal
role in the cold war s conclusion this book offers a comprehensive
exploration of reagan s leadership examining his policies decisions
and their lasting consequences reagan s economic policies often
referred to as reaganomics were characterized by tax cuts
deregulation and a reduction in government spending these policies
rooted in the belief that the free market could drive economic growth
had a significant impact on the american economy while some argue
that reaganomics led to economic prosperity and a reduction in
inflation others contend that it exacerbated income inequality and
contributed to the national debt beyond economics reagan pursued a
conservative social agenda aligning his policies with the values of
the religious right he appointed conservative judges to the supreme
court took a strong stance against abortion and supported traditional
family values these policies reflected reagan s belief in limited
government intervention in personal and moral issues a philosophy
that resonated with many americans in foreign policy reagan adopted a
hawkish stance towards the soviet union labeling it an evil empire he
increased defense spending supported anti communist movements around
the world and took a hard line in negotiations with soviet leaders
reagan s foreign policy played a significant role in the eventual
collapse of the soviet union a development that marked a turning
point in the cold war reagan s presidency was not without controversy
the iran contra affair in which his administration secretly sold arms
to iran in exchange for the release of american hostages tarnished
his reputation and led to criminal charges against several of his top
aides despite this scandal reagan maintained high approval ratings
throughout his presidency largely due to his optimistic demeanor his
ability to connect with the american people and his success in
bringing about economic recovery reagan s legacy remains a subject of
debate among historians and political commentators some hail him as a
transformative leader who restored american pride and prosperity
while others criticize his policies for exacerbating economic
inequality and social divisions regardless of one s perspective there
is no denying that reagan s presidency left a lasting imprint on
american politics and society shaping the course of the nation for
decades to come if you like this book write a review

the cross and reaganomics conservative christians defending ronald
reagan by eric r crouse offers important insights on why reaganomics
was a major reason conservative christians supported reagan at the
polls on election night in november 1980 americans witnessed the
victory of a conservative to the presidency with the united states
experiencing economic stagnation and high inflation many were hopeful
of ronald reagan s deeds matching his optimistic rhetoric of america
s potential what followed was a decade of economic transformation
military buildup and a political awakening of conservatism one story
that has not received much attention is the relationship between
conservative christians and ronald reagan s economic policies crouse
argues that conservative christians were among the strongest
champions of limited government free enterprise particularly small
business and anticommunism a surprising number of conservative
christian leaders discussed the works of major free market economists
conservative christians embraced and tapped into the traditional
american values of individual opportunity personal responsibility and
human freedom all themes they believed were front and center in
reaganomics although american pluralism prevented any plan to
christianize the nation by politics in the sphere of economics
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conservative christians did witness political and cultural gains

forty years after ronald reagan s successful re election campaign
this book explores the significance of the year 1984 in the making of
reagan s presidential record and the shaping of his legacy the
authors examine the broader context of how reagan impacted the nature
of the us presidency and international relations during the cold war
and how this in turn interacted with american popular culture serving
as an introduction to academics students and the interested public
into what is a rapidly increasingly reagan scholarship this book will
also appeal to anyone interested in us elections the evolving nature
of the us presidency and american culture more generally

ronald reagan the great communicator knew the power of words his
voice confronted america s foes comforted the nation and hastened the
end of the cold war ronald reagan s america presents the history of
the reagan years told through his memorable speeches during the
defining events of the era reagan s unshakable belief in the power of
democracy against totalitarianism and of freedom against oppression
shaped our world today his ideas set the tone for our struggles and
victories against the soviet union and in the middle east and his
legacy continues in us policy at home and throughout the world in the
tradition of let every nation know historian terry golway presents
the defining moments of the reagan years with ronald reagan at their
center woven throughout the book are carefully chosen excerpts of the
speeches reagan gave at 30 notable events throughout his political
career included on one audio cd praise for ronald reagan s america
nothing short of terrific the insightful commentary adds a powerful
complement booklist illuminates the importance of public address to
the success and reputation of presidents library journal riveting
tour de force publishers weekly a masterful job bob schieffer cbs
news marvelous work joe conason journalist and author of the hunting
of the president and big lies

this book examines president reagan s and his administration s
efforts to mobilize public and congressional support for seven of the
president s controversial foreign policy initiatives each chapter
deals with a distinct foreign policy issue but they each is related
in one way or another to alleged threats to u s national security
interests by the soviet union and its allies when taken together
these case studies clearly illustrate the book s larger thrust a
challenge to the conventional wisdom that reagan was the indisputable
great communicator this book contests the accepted wisdom that reagan
was an exemplary and highly effective practitioner of the going
public model of presidential communication and leadership that the
bargaining model was relatively unimportant during his administration
and that the so called public diplomacy regime was a high value
addition to the administration s public communication assets the
author employs an analytical approach to the historical record draws
on several academic disciplines and grounds his arguments in
extensive archival and empirical research the book concludes that the
public communication efforts of the reagan administration in the
field of foreign policy were neither exceptionally skillful nor
notably successful that the public diplomacy regime had more negative
than positive impact that the going public model had minimal utility
in the president s efforts to sell his foreign policy initiatives and
that the executive bargaining model played a central role in reagan s
governing strategy and essentially defined his presidential
leadership role in the area of foreign policy making this study
vividly demonstrates the enormous gap between the real word reagan
and the one that often exists in public mythology

american exceptionalism and the legacy of vietnam examines the
influence of the belief in american exceptionalism on the history of
u s foreign policy since the vietnam war trevor b mccrisken analyzes
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attempts by each post vietnam u s administration to revive the
popular belief in exceptionalism both rhetorically and by pursuing
foreign policy supposedly grounded in traditional american principles
he argues that exceptionalism consistently provided the framework for
foreign policy discourse but that the conduct of foreign affairs was
limited by the vietnam syndrome

few figures in the past quarter century have played a more
significant role in american foreign policy than colin powell he
wielded power at the highest levels of the most important foreign
policy bureaucracies the pentagon the white house the joint chiefs
and the state department as national security advisor in the ronald
reagan administration chairman of the joint chiefs of staff under
george h w bush and bill clinton and secretary of state during george
w bush s first term he played a prominent role in four
administrations republican and democrat spanning more than twenty
years powell has been engaged in the most important debates over
foreign and defense policy during the past two decades such as the
uses of american power in the wake of the vietnam war the winding
down of the cold war and the quest for new paths for american foreign
policy and the interventions in panama 1989 and the persian gulf 1990
1991 during the clinton era he was involved in the controversies over
interventions in bosnia and somalia as america s top diplomat from
2001 to 2004 he helped shape the aims and goals of u s diplomacy
after september 11 2001 and in the run up to the iraq war in this
exploration of powell s career and character christopher d o sullivan
reveals several broad themes crucial to american foreign policy and
yields insights into the evolution of american foreign and defense
policy in the post vietnam post cold war eras in addition o sullivan
explores the conflicts and debates between different foreign policy
ideologies such as neo conservatism and realism o sullivan s book not
only explains powell s diplomatic style it provides crucial insights
into the american foreign policy tradition in the modern era

a reappraisal of the brief presidency of gerald ford called to
leadership in the midst of scandal stagflation and an energy crisis
for many americans gerald ford evokes an image of either an unelected
president who abruptly pardoned his corrupt predecessor or an
accident prone klutz spoofed on saturday night live in this book
yanek mieczkowski reexamines ford s two and a half years in office
showing that his presidency successfully confronted the most vexing
crisis of the postwar era viewing the 1970s primarily through the
lens of economic events mieczkowski argues that ford s understanding
of the national economy was better than any modern president s that
he oversaw a dramatic reduction of inflation and that he attempted to
solve the energy crisis with judicious policies throughout his
presidency ford labored under the legacy of watergate democrats
scored landslide victories in the 1974 midterm elections and within
an anemic republican party the right wing challenged ford s
leadership even as pundits predicted the gop s death yet ford
reinvigorated the party and fashioned a 1976 campaign strategy
against jimmy carter that brought him from thirty points behind to a
dead heat on election day drawing on numerous personal interviews
with former president ford cabinet officials and members of the
ninety fourth congress mieczkowski presents the first major work on
ford in more than a decade combining the best of biography and
presidential history to paint an intriguing portrait of a president
his times and his legacy this ambitious work calls for a
reexamination of the ford presidency in light of the formidable
challenges he faced upon taking office a welcome and important
addition to the literature on the ford presidency library journal

how did ronald reagan go from calling the soviet union an evil empire
in his first term as president to saying the us had forged a
satisfying new closeness with the soviets by the end of his second
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term in reagan s soviet rhetoric telling the soviet redemption story
rhetorical scholar mark lavoie examines the ways reagan negotiated
his shift from a vehemently anti communist discourse to a rhetoric of
guarded optimism about the future of us soviet relations that
ultimately revealed a soviet redemption narrative following reagan s
soviet rhetoric from his 1947 testimony before the house un american
activities committee to his farewell address in 1989 lavoie considers
the president s use of soviet nazi analogy historical narrative
reciprocity and other rhetorical strategies in creating the narrative
scholars and students of rhetoric history and international relations
will find this book particularly interesting

since the mid 1990 s there has been increasing interest in
reassessing the role ronald reagan and his administration played in
ending the cold war this book explains the intellectual pedigree of
the major elements of reagan s strategy while placing him at the
center of its development

reagan s legacy in a world transformed offers a timely retrospective
on the fortieth president s policies and impact on today s world from
the influence of free market ideas on economic globalization to the
role of an assertive military in u s foreign policy to reduction of
nuclear arsenals in the interest of stability

leonid brezhnev was leader of the soviet union from 1964 1982 a
longer period than any other soviet leader apart from stalin during
brezhnev s time soviet power seemed at its height and increasing
living standards were rising the soviet union was a nuclear power and
successful in its space missions and the soviet union s influence
reached into all part of the world yet as this book which provides a
comprehensive overview and reassessment of brezhnev s life early
political career and career as leader shows the seeds of decline were
sown in brezhnev s time there was a huge over commitment of resources
to the soviet industrial military complex and to massively expensive
foreign policy overstretch at the same time there was a failure to
deliver on citizens rising expectations and an overconfident ignoring
of dissidents and their demands the book will be of great interest to
russian specialists and also to scholars of international relations
and world history

new hampshire is the subject of palmer s book precisely because it
serves as the first presidential primary every four years many
critics of the new hampshire primary fault it for being too arcane
too unrepresentative and too quixotic to use as a gatekeeper of who
becomes president palmer went to new hampshire expecting to gather
research that argued against new hampshire as first primary as he
finished he realized his findings pointed out the opposite that in
fact and deed new hampshire was as good a place to start the primary
races as any other no single state is representative the retail
politics that aspirants face in new hampshire is a very useful
winnowing device in which a candidate must actually come face to face
with real voters who more often than not make a study of the issues
and policies that they raise in their questions

in the last years of ronald reagan s life his voluminous writings on
politics policy and people finally emerged and offered a rosetta
stone by which to understand him from 1975 to 1979 in particular he
delivered more than 1 000 radio addresses of which he wrote at least
680 himself when drafts of his addresses were first discovered and a
selection was published in 2001 as reagan in his own hand by the
editors of this book they caused a sensation by revealing reagan as a
prolific and thoughtful writer who covered a wide variety of topics
and worked out the agenda that would drive his presidency what was
missed in that thematic collection however was the development of his
ideas over time now in reagan s path to victory a chronological



Ronald Reagan And The Triumph Of American Conservatism

11 Ronald Reagan And The Triumph Of American Conservatism

selection of more than 300 addresses with historical context supplied
by the editors readers can see how reagan reacted to the events that
defined the carter years and how he honed his message in the crucial
years before his campaign officially began the late 1970s were
tumultuous times in the aftermath of vietnam and watergate america s
foreign and domestic policies were up for grabs reagan argued against
the panama canal treaties in vain against the prevailing view that
the vietnam war was an ignoble enterprise from the start against
détente with the soviet union against the growth of regulation and
against the tax burden yet he was fundamentally an optimist who
presented positive values based prescriptions for the economy and for
soviet relations he told many inspiring stories he applauded
charities and small businesses that worked to overcome challenges as
reagan s path to victory unfolds reagan s essays reveal a
presidential candidate who knew himself and knew his positions who
presented a stark alternative to an incumbent administration and who
knew how to reach out and touch voters directly reagan s path to
victory is nothing less than a president s campaign playbook in his
own words

the environment figures prominently in american political debate of
the twentieth century issues of wilderness and wetlands preservation
clean air and clean water and the sustainable use of natural
resources attract passionate advocacy and demands for national as
well as local action presidents since theodore roosevelt have
addressed these issues rhetorically though not always prominently in
their public addresses and pragmatically in their policies and
appointments to pertinent positions green talk in the white house
gathers an array of approaches to studying environmental rhetoric and
the presidency covering a range of presidential administrations and a
diversity of viewpoints on how the concept of the rhetorical
presidency may be modified in this policy area tarla rai peterson s
introduction discusses both methodological and substantive issues in
studying presidential rhetoric on the environment in subsequent
chapters noted scholars examine various aspects of half a dozen
modern presidencies to shed light not only on those administrations
but also on the study of environmental rhetoric itself the final
section of the book then directs attention to the future of
presidential rhetoric and environmental governance with looks in at
state level environmental issues and looks out at the international
context of environmentalism as a whole the volume is ideal for those
looking to better understand the particular intersection of
presidency policy and rhetorical studies
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